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[bookmark: _Toc214361961]NEWS & TRENDS 
UNESCO has added 58 places to its Creative Cities Network, including its very first Cities of Architecture, of which Quito has been named.
To date, there are 408 cities across more than 100 countries within the network. Until now, there were only seven creative fields that cities can gain designation through: Crafts and Folk Art, Design, Film, Gastronomy, Literature, Media Arts and Music.
Other cities in the region that have been added to UNESCO’s Creative Cities Network include Manizales, Colombia (Gastronomy), Masaya, Nicaragua (Crafts and Folk Art), San Javier de Loncomilla, Chile (Gastronomy), San Luis Potosí, Mexico (Literature), São Paulo, Brazil (Film), and Sarchí, Costa Rica (Crafts and Folk Art)

[bookmark: _Hlk213862800]The Rise of the Family Sabbatical
 More families are pressing pause on routine and taking time out to travel together, swapping daily schedules for shared adventure and unhurried discovery. The family sabbatical is fast becoming a defining travel trend for those seeking deeper connection and lasting memories.
In 2025, discerning travellers looked beyond the familiar, uncovering the quieter corners of Central America that rival Costa Rica for natural beauty and cultural depth. New luxury openings across Panama drew travellers to the black-sand beaches of Cambutal, the marine-rich waters of the Coiba Archipelago, and the serene volcano-crater village of Valle de Antón.
LiNGER Travel continues to curate unpretentious, tailor-made sabbaticals and experiential holidays that connect travellers to the region’s authentic spirit.
A 29-day Panama bespoke trip from £9984 per person, and 15-day El Salvador bespoke holiday from £2993 per person, based on 2 sharing, excl international flights, with LiNGER Travel
Steve Wilson, Founder of LiNGER Travel, specialists in designing extended, tailor-made journeys, shares how to make it truly transformational: “Be realistic about what’s possible. Build in contrast — a balance of rustic charm and indulgent luxury — and plan well ahead. With a trusted sabbatical designer, the preparation becomes part of the journey.”
As one family reflects, “Thank goodness you convinced us to do it. It’s impossible to summarise what this trip did for us — time and space to see the best bits in our children, and for them to see ours too.”
Sample itinerary LiNGER | Central America Family Sabbatical

[bookmark: _Toc214361962]Argentina
The world’s largest electric ferry to connect Argentina and Uruguay
In January 2026, Buquebus will launch China Zorrilla, the world’s largest electric ferry, linking Buenos Aires and Colonia del Sacramento. The charging terminal, located in Colonia, represents a milestone in sustainable travel across the Río de la Plata. The project is powered entirely by renewable energy generated in Uruguay, a country internationally recognised for producing nearly 100% of its electricity from wind and solar sources. Operating with zero emissions, the new ferry will set a new standard for clean maritime transport in the region. Named in honour of the beloved Uruguayan actress China Zorrilla – a cultural icon of theatre and cinema across both shores – this pioneering initiative embodies innovation, environmental responsibility and regional connection. The new ferry will deliver a premium travel experience while positioning Uruguay as a leader in sustainable tourism and green technology in South America.
Information provided by LATA member Buemes DMC

[bookmark: _Toc214361963]Brazil
[bookmark: _Hlk213862339]Brazil is rapidly emerging as a top-tier global destination, posting the most significant tourism growth in South America and shattering its all-time visitor record. This impressive surge is bolstered by 20% growth from key European markets, including the UK.
To channel this momentum responsibly, projects to capture new routes - more than 40 this year - and catalogue over 100 unique, sustainable experiences nationwide are designed to empower local communities and promote authentic tourism are ongoing
For more information see here.
Belém do Pará: Capital of COP30 and Gateway to a Sustainable Future
Host city of the 30th United Nations Conference on Climate Change, Belém is the gateway to incredible experiences in the Brazilian Amazon.
Located at the gateway to the Amazon Rainforest, Belém is emerging as one of Brazil’s most compelling destinations for international travellers — a city where rich cultural traditions, vibrant gastronomy, and deep-rooted Indigenous heritage meet bold commitments to sustainability. As host of COP30, Belém is poised to leave a lasting legacy for global tourism, positioning itself as a leading example of how climate action, community empowerment, and responsible travel can reshape the future of destinations worldwide.
The vibrant capital of Pará is a destination that enchants the senses and history. On the shores of Baía de Guajará, Belém combines the exuberance of the Amazon Rainforest with a fascinating cultural heritage. The colonial architecture, traditional markets and rich cuisine make the city an irresistible invitation for those who want to delve into Brazil's roots and discover a world where nature and culture are uniquely intertwined.
Whether exploring the unique gastronomy, which mixes exotic flavours such as tucupi and açaí, Belém is a city that offers authentic and unforgettable experiences.
Information provided by LATA member Embratur
[bookmark: _Hlk213862468]
2026 represents a transformative moment for Rio's cultural landscape with several major museum developments:
The National Museum, which reopened in July 2025 after its devastating 2018 fire, is a powerful symbol of Brazil's commitment to preserving and sharing its natural and anthropological heritage with the world.
Adding to this cultural renaissance, 2026 will see the opening of several significant institutions: the Museum of Image and Sound (Museu da Imagem e do Som) in Copacabana, a long-awaited landmark celebrating Brazilian audiovisual culture; the reopening of the Museum of the Republic (Museu da República), restoring access to an important chapter of Brazilian history; and the debut of the Casa Carioca Museum (Museu Casa Carioca) in Cosme Velho, near Christ the Redeemer, scheduled to open by year's end. This new museum will tell the story of Carioca daily life and culture from its origins to the present day, offering visitors an intimate understanding of what makes Rio's lifestyle and identity unique.
Information provided by LATA member Rio Cultural Secrets

[bookmark: _Toc214361964]Chile
[bookmark: _Hlk213862559]Chile continues to stand out as South America’s most stable destination, attracting travellers seeking authentic and meaningful experiences. Among special interest travel, photography, gastronomy, wildlife and cycling have shown remarkable growth, with bike tours increasing by over 90% and travellers spending longer stays in places like Puerto Natales, where nights booked rose by almost 30%. Responding to this trend, our Product Lab has expanded cycling options beyond Patagonia, introducing innovative routes through Chile’s wine valleys, offering travellers a fresh, adventurous way to experience our vineyards.
Information provided by LATA member Southbound Travel
[bookmark: _Hlk213862622]
[bookmark: _Toc214361965]Ecuador
In the heart of Ecuador’s Yasuní National Park, guides from the Kichwa Añangu Community recently discovered a harpy eagle nest with a chick, a rare and hopeful sign for one of the Amazon’s most powerful yet threatened raptors.
In tribute to this remarkable event, Napo Wildlife Centre inaugurated the Harpy Tower last month as an observation platform that allows visitors to respectfully experience the surrounding forest where this iconic species thrives.
The new tower reflects Napo Wildlife Centre’s long-standing mission: to protect wildlife through community-led ecotourism. Rising above the rainforest canopy, it connects travellers not only with the natural wonders of Yasuní, but also with a living story of conservation, resilience, and coexistence. 
For more information see here.

[bookmark: _Toc214361966]El Salvador
El Salvador is one of the most attractive emerging destinations, offering visitors off the beaten path adventures with eternal blue skies and unforgettable scenery, from emerald-green mountains to majestic volcanoes. According to the latest UNWTO statistics, is the world’s third fastest-growing holiday destination, behind only Albania and Qatar, with an impressive 80% jump in tourist numbers since 2019. The Salvadoran government’s vision is to position El Salvador as a sustainable, attractive and competitive tourist destination in the international market. Recognising the importance of the British tourism industry, the Salvadoran Government has prioritised the UK tourism sector since 2023, which led to a 133% rise in tourism from the UK to El Salvador in from 2023 to 2024.
Information provided by LATA member Pioneer Expeditions
[bookmark: _Hlk213862592]
[bookmark: _Toc214361967]Mexico
Chihuahua: The Home of Adventure After the FIFA World Cup 2026
As Mexico, the United States, and Canada prepare to host the FIFA World Cup (June 11–July 19, 2026), the northern state of Chihuahua emerges as the ideal destination to extend the experience beyond football. With excellent air connections to Mexico City, Guadalajara, Monterrey, and Dallas, travellers can easily reach Chihuahua to explore a wilder, more authentic side of Mexico.
Ride the legendary Chepe Express through the majestic Copper Canyon, three times deeper than the Grand Canyon, and immerse yourself in Rarámuri culture, mountain towns, and spectacular natural scenery. Discover history at the Museum of the Revolution, taste handcrafted sotol, or soar across the canyon on Latin America’s longest zipline. From cultural heritage to outdoor adventure and starlit skies, Chihuahua invites visitors to continue their World Cup journey with an unforgettable blend of nature, culture, and authenticity.
Find out more information here
Photos: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iDvW3Nqjs2QLCkW6Sy_G7ELBrtV1lagm

[bookmark: _Toc214361968]Peru
New route to reach Choquequirao
A new route is opening to allow travellers to reach Choquequirao in eight hours, rather than the current two-day trek. Often called the "sister city of Machu Picchu," Choquequirao is a remote Inca archaeological site in the Cusco region. The 55-km route crosses mountainous terrain, offering scenic views and access to lesser-known natural and cultural attractions.   Authorities hope this will boost tourism and economic development in surrounding communities, while also easing pressure on Machu Picchu by promoting Choquequirao as an alternative destination.
Information provided by LATA member Valencia Travel Cusco
[bookmark: _Hlk213864442]

Cabo Blanco: The World’s First Carbon-Neutral Beach Destination
Cabo Blanco, located on Peru’s northern coast, has achieved a groundbreaking milestone as the world’s first certified carbon-neutral beach destination. Renowned for its legendary surf and pristine coastline, Cabo Blanco has implemented innovative measures to drastically reduce its carbon emissions and promote sustainable tourism.
The destination has also joined the Global Surf Cities Network, aligning itself with a global community of iconic surf spots dedicated to environmental stewardship and climate action.
This certification positions Cabo Blanco as a model for responsible coastal tourism, appealing to eco-conscious travellers seeking authentic and sustainable experiences. With its commitment to protecting natural resources while offering world-class surf and scenic beauty, Cabo Blanco is set to attract international attention and boost sustainable travel options in Latin America.
Find out more information here
Information provided by LATA member PromPeru

[bookmark: _Toc214361969]NEW TOURS
[bookmark: _Toc214361970]Humboldt Travel: Monty Halls to lead pioneering Comunidad Azul expedition in March 2026 
The three-week expedition combines marine research with community outreach and is limited to just ten travellers.  
Led by former Royal Marine turned marine biologist Monty Halls, it marks the international debut of his Big Blue Bag project—specialist kits enabling citizen science monitoring of microplastics, sea temperature, coastal debris, and seabirds. 
Guests will actively participate in research and outreach, delivering bags to local schools and organisations in Baja, Costa Rica and Patagonia, providing remote communities with long-term environmental monitoring resources and recording marine activity for the very first time. 
Activities and excursions include snorkelling with sea lions, whale watching, rainforest treks, and ocean safaris with accommodation at eco-first properties including Patagonia Camp's lakefront yurts and five-star Botánika Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica. 
The 19-night expedition departs 8th March 2026, costing £14,800pp (based on two sharing), including accommodation, tours, internal flights, most meals, and Big Blue Bags. 
Book: humboldttravel.co.uk / 01603 340 680 

[bookmark: _Toc214361971]

Steppes Travel: Cruise the Galapagos Islands with Martha Kearney: an exclusive charter of Natural Paradise limited to just 15 guests
Travellers will join award-winning BBC broadcaster, Martha Kearney, on an exclusive charter of Natural Paradise, limited to just 15 guests. Martha is an award-winning journalist and broadcaster, best known for presenting BBC Radio Four’s ‘Today Programme’, as well as hosting her own show, ‘This Natural Life’, leading on-location interviews with celebrity guests who share their deep connection with nature and how the natural world inspires and influences their everyday lives.
Sailing across eight islands, visitors will encounter the endemic wildlife that inspired Darwin, from marine iguanas and blue-footed boobies to penguins and sea lions, guided by expert naturalists to provide in-depth knowledge of the local biodiversity and history. Alongside daily hikes across volcanic terrain, snorkelling with sea lions and panga rides, Martha will share her passion for nature and conservation, drawing on her acclaimed work.
The exclusive charter for Steppes Travel with Natural Paradise is limited to a maximum of 15 guests, providing an intimate atmosphere onboard, as well as low-impact and seamless shore landings. The nine cabins vary from standard cabins with porthole windows to suites with private balconies for prime wildlife viewing.
By joining this voyage, travellers also contribute to the Galapagos Conservation Trust, with £75 per booking donated by Steppes Travel in addition to national park fees. Funds support projects such as Iguanas from Above, which monitors endangered marine iguanas using drone technology.
Steppes Travel’s expert-led 10-day Cruise the Galapagos Islands with Martha Kearney is priced from £7,250 per person, including all accommodation, all meals, internal flights, transfers and transport, listed tourist cards and national park fees and listed activities. Excludes international flights. Departure date: 31 May 2026

[bookmark: _Toc214361972][bookmark: _Hlk213862288]Bon Voyage expands horizons with new South America adventures
After more than 40 years crafting tailor-made holidays across the USA and Canada, award-winning travel specialists Bon Voyage are setting their sights on South America. The company’s new collection of individually designed itineraries explores the continent’s dramatic landscapes, vibrant cultures and extraordinary wildlife with travels from the Andes to Iguazu Falls.
Highlights include a 14-day Machu Picchu and Galápagos adventure (from £5,750pp), and a 16-day journey through Brazil, Peru and Argentina (from £6,590pp), taking in Rio, Buenos Aires and the thundering Iguazu Falls. Travellers can also enjoy the natural beauty of Costa Rica (from £2,958pp) or cruise the Panama Canal aboard NCL’s Norwegian Sun (from £3,995pp, departing February 2027).
Each trip offers expert local guides, seamless logistics and 24-hour support, ensuring every traveller experiences Bon Voyage’s signature blend of quality, flexibility, and personal service.
To download the digital brochure please see this link

[bookmark: _Toc214361973]

Pura Aventura: New national park to be inaugurated in Chile
Chile will welcome Cabo Froward as its newest national park in 2026. Located at the southernmost point of the continent, it is the result of a huge conservation project for Rewilding Chile with generous support from Tompkins Conservation and nine international philanthropists.
Sustainable tour operator Pura Aventura has a longstanding relationship with Tompkins Conservation, having worked closely with them for the launch of the Route of the Parks. They have also been offering private trips through Chile for 20+ years. Set on the southernmost part of the Strait of Magellan, Cabo Froward is rich in natural beauty, endangered species and ancestral cultures.  Pura Aventura guests will be able to enjoy spectacular, panoramic views over the National Park on Monte Tarn and explore the stunning coastal trail on foot.
Cabo Froward will feature as part of Pura Aventura’s epic 2-week Torres del Paine & Beyond trip which begins at the Straits of Magellan and will take in the new National Park. 
Price: from £5,975 inc. 13 nights’ B&B accommodation, some meals, car hire, transfers, internal flights, 4 full-day and 3 half-day guided activities.

[bookmark: _Toc214361974]Journey Latin America: New tours to Central America and the Guianas
Journey Latin America has just launched Quetzal: Best of Mexico & Guatemala from £3,999pp (excluding flights). First departure is in April. The small, mostly overland escorted group tour explores some of the regions more remote attractions such as Valladolid, Yucatán as well as Ceibal Mayan ruins and Semuc Champey turquoise pools.
Quetzal: The Best of Mexico and Guatemala - Journey Latin America
Introducing Makonaima: Discover the Three Guianas – Available for 2026 Travel
This new addition to the Guianas holiday portfolio brings Journey Latin America’s collection up to five inspiring holiday itineraries to explore the region in-depth.
Embark on an extraordinary journey through one of South America’s most remote and captivating regions. The brand-new Makonaima: Discover the Three Guianas holiday takes you off the beaten track to explore Guyana, Suriname, and French Guiana – three countries rich in culture, history, and natural wonders.
This 13-day escorted group adventure begins in Georgetown, Guyana’s vibrant capital, before soaring over the jungle to witness the awe-inspiring Kaieteur Falls, the world’s largest single-drop waterfall. Immerse yourself in pristine rainforest at the Iwokrama Canopy Walkway, spot giant river otters on tranquil waterways, and traverse sweeping savannah landscapes.
Cross into Suriname to uncover colonial charm in Paramaribo and cruise along the Commewijne River. Then journey east to French Guiana, where European elegance meets tropical wilderness. Highlights include a visit to the Kourou Space Station, the historic Îles du Salut penal colony, and the lively streets of Cayenne.
Expect adventure, wildlife encounters, and cultural insights at every turn. While the terrain is rugged and the pace adventurous, comfortable lodgings and expert guidance ensure a rewarding experience.
Price from £6,710pp (excluding flights). 
[bookmark: _Toc214361975]NEW EXPERIENCES 
[bookmark: _Toc214361976]Argentina
[bookmark: _Hlk213863897]Esteros del Iberá: Argentina’s wild heart awaits
Venture into the serene beauty of the Esteros del Iberá, one of South America’s largest wetlands and a true jewel of Argentina’s northeast. Spread across Corrientes province, this vast mosaic of lagoons and marshes is home to capybaras, caimans, marsh deer and over 350 bird species.

Travellers can explore Iberá through three gateways, each offering a unique way to connect with nature — from peaceful boat rides and guided hikes to horseback adventures and starlit nights in charming eco-lodges. Far from the crowds, Iberá invites you to slow down, reconnect, and witness conservation success in action — where rewilding has brought native species back to their natural home.

Discover the magic of Argentina’s “shining waters” and let Iberá inspire your next great journey.

See more information here
[bookmark: _Toc214361977]Brazil
Rio Cultural Secrets Launches Exclusive Private Coffee Farm Tour to Historic Vassouras
The new 11-hour private tour departs Rio de Janeiro for Vassouras, the "Little Princess of Coffee," where guests explore the magnificent Fazenda Cachoeira Grande, a beautifully preserved 19th-century coffee plantation. Visitors discover why coffee earned the nickname "black gold" while exploring historic buildings and learning about Brazil's coffee empire. The experience includes a visit to the elegant Casa da Hera Museum, showcasing coffee baron aristocracy, followed by a guided walking tour through Vassouras' stunning neoclassical historic centre. "This tour offers an authentic journey into Brazilian history," says Fabio, founder of Rio Cultural Secrets. "Guests experience the legacy of coffee culture that shaped our nation."
Tours include private transportation, expert guides, and all entrance fees.
See more information here
[bookmark: _Toc214361978]Chile
[bookmark: _Hlk213863408]Hotel Las Majadas: New Maipo Grand Cru Experience 
Discover an experience that celebrates the art of wine, cuisine, and heritage. The journey begins at the Wine Bar with a welcoming glass and an introduction to the Maipo Valley’s terroir, aromas, and stories. As the evening unfolds, an interactive tasting led by our sommelier invites you to explore flavors and connections. Later, a three-course pairing dinner awaits on the terrace of the 1907 palace—an architectural icon where local cuisine and fine wines meet beneath the soft glow of Pirque’s night. The following morning, a sparkling breakfast sets the tone for a guided visit to one of the valley’s premium wineries, deepening the connection between land, craft, and tradition. The experience concludes with a thoughtful farewell gift, designed to extend the memory of this journey beyond your stay.
See more information here

Las Torres Patagonia offers new range of excursions into Torres del Paine
In 2026 Las Torres Patagonia in Chile welcomes adventure seekers of all ages and abilities to discover the epic scenery of the Torres del Paine National Park that inspired John Garner in 1976. As the only property in the Park with doorstep access to the world-famous O and W Circuits, Las Torres Patagonia offers the opportunity to experience one of the world’s most remote national parks through a curated portfolio of outdoor excursions including hiking, horseback riding and genuine cultural encounters, at a time when global demand for adventure and nature-based travel continues to soar
At the end of February, John Garner will be visiting Las Torres Patagonia to mark the anniversary. This season also sees new services added to hiking sector stops including coffee spots in the Central, Chilean and Frances sectors, and the opening of a quincho cooking space in the Cuernos sector. New wristbands have also been introduced for guests to facilitate access while on a Las Torres Patagonia program.
“Off-grid destinations like Torres del Paine are increasingly favoured by explorers looking to escape and seek experiences that are both physically invigorating and spiritually restorative,” says Juan López, Sales & Marketing Director at Las Torres Patagonia. “Whether it’s taking on the O Circuit, riding through the pampas or waking up to see the sunrise over the Las Torres peaks, our goal is to help guests of all ages be stimulated in their own way by our awe-inspiring surroundings.”
As a recognised leader in regenerative tourism, Las Torres Patagonia is committed to preserving the pristine ecosystem of Torres del Paine. From sustainable trail management and native species conservation to community-based tourism initiatives, every guest experience supports the long-term health of the park.
Las Torres Patagonia is open for the season between October and the end of April. Rates start from £1,755pp for a two-night all-inclusive package, based on two people sharing a double room. 
See more information here 

[bookmark: _Toc214361979]Colombia
[bookmark: _Hlk213863582]Become an Artist for a Day in Medellín, Colombia
“Medellín es un Hit” invites visitors to experience the inner workings of Colombia’s music industry. The activity takes place in a professional recording studio, where participants learn about the creative, production, and promotion stages that have positioned Medellín as a benchmark for Latin urban music. The story of Wayti Records, the city’s pioneering label behind artists like J Balvin, Karol G, Piso 21, and Nicky Jam, offers insight into how local talent has reached global audiences. Participants then step into the recording booth to create their own track under the guidance of experienced producers no prior experience required. The session includes vocal preparation, recording, and post-production, and concludes with a group listening of each song. The result: a personal recording and a deeper understanding of Medellín’s creative energy and its role in shaping contemporary Latin music.
Information provided by LATA member Colombian Journeys

[bookmark: _Toc214361980]Ecuador
Latin Trails launches new 14-Day Wellness Journey from the Andes to Galápagos
Latin Trails introduces an exclusive 14-day / 13-night itinerary connecting Ecuador’s most inspiring destinations through a transformative wellness journey. This new experience takes travellers from the colonial Andes to the pristine Galápagos Islands.
Guests begin their journey at Illa Experience Hotel in Quito, where sensory encounters and cultural immersion set the tone for the days ahead. They will then enjoy immersive therapies at Korimana, rainforest exploration at La Selva Lodge, and sustainable luxury at Montemar in Santa Cruz. The program blends mindfulness, culture, conservation, and discovery, ideal for travelers seeking new frontiers of nature-based wellbeing across Ecuador’s diverse regions.
Find out more information here
Latin Trails proudly introduces BE Impactful, our Positive Travel System (PTS) and a global initiative we founded to redefine luxury through purpose. Currently under development and implementation, the program integrates reforestation, children’s education, citizen science, and more into transformative travel experiences. BE Impactful moves beyond traditional tourism, turning each journey into a meaningful opportunity to support communities, protect ecosystems, and foster cultural exchange. It also offers our partners the chance to be part of this positive movement and create impact through every itinerary. Join us in making travel truly impactful.
Find out more information here

[bookmark: _Hlk213864233]Korimana: Where the Andes Meet the Cosmos in a Sanctuary of Transformative Luxury 
Located within a sacred nexus between the Andes and the coast, the new Korimana Healing Retreat redefines luxury wellness through profound energetic alignment. It harnesses a unique convergence of energies from Cotopaxi's aquifers and the Quilotoa crater, creating a powerful portal for deep healing and cosmic connection. 
Architectural marvels like a 260-piece glass pyramid and 18 numerologically-aligned vistas set the stage for transformation. Guests experience a curated wellness journey: setting daily intentions, practicing yoga, deep meditation at a cosmic portal, and purifying in a Temazcal lodge. Rejuvenation awaits in a comprehensive circuit featuring a Turkish bath, sauna, and a chlorine-free infinity pool, complemented by the healing properties of the signature "Splendour" water. 
The journey itself is part of the experience, beginning with a scenic 3.5-hour drive from Quito into the Andes, preparing you for a transcendent retreat reserved for the discerning few. Join Geo Boutique on this journey through wellness and healing with rates starting at $777 USD per night ($591,68 GBP), the exclusive and secluded Korimana Wellness Retreat is perfect for travellers looking for a different and unique way of connecting with themselves and the cosmos. 
Find out more information here

[bookmark: _Toc214361981]Mexico
Introducing Whale Camp: An All-New Baja Adventure for 2026
Todos Santos Eco Adventures (TOSEA) is thrilled to unveil Camp Cecil de la Bahía Whale Watching Adventure, opening in January 2026 on the pristine shores of Magdalena Bay. While TOSEA has been offering transformative gray whale encounters for decades, this is the first time guests can stay overnight at a camp built in our signature luxury safari-glamping style—spacious canvas tents, plush bedding, and immersive natural surroundings.
Camp Cecil de la Bahía 5 Night Exclusive program allows guests to experience the awe-inspiring gray whales up close via guided excursions, paddle through mangrove-lined estuaries, spot vibrant birdlife, and savour sunsets over the bay. This new product brings together wildlife immersion, comfort, and exclusive access to one of Baja’s most unspoiled coastal areas—perfect for media looking for stories on new, experiential travel in 2026. The trip includes hotel stays pre and post Whale Camp with all transportation, meals and activities included.
Dates: March 11-16, 2026
For more information see here.
UK Operator to Contact: Pioneer Expeditions
Information provided by LATA member Todos Santos Eco Adventures

New Tours & Experiences – ‘Baja Beyond the Whales’
Responding to travellers’ growing desire for authentic connection, Baja Expeditions has expanded its San Ignacio Lagoon offering beyond its friendly grey whales and luxury glamping. New day trips immerse guests in the region’s rich heritage, ecosystems, and wild spirit. Highlights include hands-on sea turtle conservation, naturalist-led mangrove excursions, and tours of San Ignacio’s historic town centre.

Traditionally offering à la carte itineraries, Baja Expeditions has also launched Baja Blast—a series of 8-, 10-, and 12-day coast-to-coast tours combining San Ignacio Lagoon and the Sea of Cortez. The new tours showcase the best of Baja with ocean safaris, whale watching, snorkelling with sea lions, surfing, and paddleboarding, plus time to unwind with fresh tacos on the beach. Together, these experiences extend the positive impact of tourism beyond the lagoon, allowing travellers to connect more deeply with Baja California Sur’s people, places, and extraordinary wildlife.
For more information see here
[bookmark: _Toc214361982]Peru
Alternative ways to experience the Inca Trails
Running the Inca Trails is a new 8-day expedition, and the first of its kind, which follows more than 80km of Ancient Inca roads connecting Choquequirao with Machu Picchu. Combining high-altitude trail running, exploration, and cultural immersion, this journey takes runners across some of the most spectacular terrain on Earth: from deep tropical valleys to windswept Andean passes, from cloud forests to glacial peaks. Cross mountain passes reaching 4,650 masl, descend into lush valleys, and visit remote villages untouched by mass tourism. Encounter condors, spectacled bears, and vibrant Andean communities while learning about Inca history and local traditions. Runners are led by expert Explorandes guides, empowering Andean communities and protecting the environment along the route.
The Hidden Valleys of Salkantay, is a groundbreaking new 5-day route operated exclusively by Explorandes passing through where local communities, conservation, and ancient Inca heritage unite. This five-day expedition takes travellers deep into the Andes along a little-known trail that crosses Peru’s newest community-protected conservation area. In 2021, local residents near Limatambo took a historic step, legally designating 1,800 hectares of their ancestral land as a Private Conservation Area - ensuring the protection of its forests and biodiversity for generations to come. Explorandes partnered with the community to create this route, turning responsible tourism into a tool for preservation and sustainable livelihoods.
This alternative trek offers breathtaking views of Mount Salkantay, visits newly restored Inca sites, and gives guests a profound connection to the land and people who protect it.
For more information see the Dropbox link at the top of the page.
Information provided by LATA member Explorandes

New Coast-To-Andes trail running adventure In Peru 
Experience Peru’s breathtaking diversity through our brand-new Coastline to Sacred Valley Trail Running Tour, where every step blends adventure, culture, and sustainability. This immersive journey takes runners from Lima’s oceanfront cliffs to the Sacred Valley and Machu Picchu, following ancient Inca trails, high-Andean passes, and the legendary Salkantay Trail. Designed for all levels, it combines trail running with authentic encounters, meeting local communities, tasting traditional cuisine, and exploring Peru’s living heritage. Guided by expert athlete-guides, participants enjoy tailored experiences surrounded by majestic peaks and vibrant traditions. More than a race, it’s a purposeful journey that supports locals, protects ecosystems, and celebrates Andean culture.
Find more information here 
Information provided by LATA member Pure! Travel Group

New trek in the Peruvian Andes
The new 4-day / 3-night private trek through Socma, Perolniyoc and Cachiccata offers travellers the chance to experience the Peruvian Andes in the most local and authentic way. Along this route, you will explore remarkable natural and cultural landmarks, including the Perolniyoc waterfall, the Intipunku viewpoint, and original Inca pathways that lead to Machu Picchu. Through LimaTours’ deep local connections and specialized operation in the region, this lesser-known circuit becomes an immersive journey into untouched landscapes and living Andean traditions. You will walk alongside communities, hear their stories, and discover places that few travelers reach, a way of exploring the Andes that LimaTours makes possible with genuine respect, knowledge, and local insight.
Information provided by LATA member LimaTours

[bookmark: _Toc214361983]Uruguay
[bookmark: _Hlk213864496]SUR 34: A new Uruguayan gin distillery experience
Sur 34 invites travellers to discover Uruguay’s newest craft distillery, where premium gin meets local botanicals and coastal inspiration. Located near Colonia del Sacramento, the distillery offers immersive tours that reveal the art of distillation, guided tastings, and cocktail workshops. Every small batch of Sur 34 captures the spirit of Uruguay’s south, fresh, aromatic and authentic. Visitors can pair the experience with local cheeses and charcuterie while learning about the creative process behind one of the country’s most exciting new spirits.
Information provided by LATA member Buemes DMC

[bookmark: _Toc214361984]HOTEL, CRUISE & FLIGHT UPDATES
[bookmark: _Toc214361985]Antarctica
Antarctica21 Launches the Americas' First Hybrid-Electric Polar Cruise Ship
Antarctica21 has marked a major milestone in sustainable polar tourism with the float-out of Magellan Discoverer, the first hybrid-electric polar expedition ship built in the Americas. The vessel was launched on October 24, 2025, at the ASENAV shipyard in Valdivia, Chile. Designed specifically for Antarctica21’s boutique air-cruise expeditions, the 76-guest vessel combines cutting-edge green technology, including ABB Azipod® propulsion and marine-grade lithium batteries, with refined interiors by Tomas Tillberg Design. Certified under IMO Tier III, the ship offers quiet, low-impact navigation ideal for wildlife viewing and immersive Antarctic experiences. Jaime Vásquez, President of Antarctica21, celebrated the event as a testament to Chilean innovation and the company’s continued leadership in sustainable Antarctic travel. Magellan Discoverer will debut in November 2026, with Antarctic air-cruises available through 2028.
Media kit with images here 
For more information see here.

[bookmark: _Toc214361986]Bolivia
Casa Gaston, Uyuni Salt Flats, Bolivia
In March 2026, Bolivia welcomes Casa Gastón – the first true luxury hotel to open directly over the mesmerising Uyuni Salt Flat. Spanning more than 4,000 square miles of the Altiplano, this surreal expanse of blinding white salt is the world’s largest, born from prehistoric lakes long since vanished.
At Casa Gastón, contemporary art, cuisine and culture converge. Every detail reflects the vision of the late Bolivian artist Gastón Ugalde, whose work was inspired by the flats themselves.
Visit from February to April to witness the mirror-like reflections of the wet season, or May to November when the surface hardens into a dazzling geometric mosaic.
Experience Casa Gastón as part of LiNGER’s 35-day Bolivian sabbatical, journeying through flamingo-filled lagoons, tranquil Andean retreats and lush Amazonian lodges. From £12,864 per person, based on two travelling together.

[bookmark: _Toc214361987]Ecuador & Galapagos
[bookmark: _Hlk213864127]Redesigned, Refined, Remarkable: M/C Endemic’s New Flavor of Luxury
Endemic, our flagship luxury catamaran in the Galapagos, has completed a comprehensive transformation — a renewal that enhances the guest experience and ensures long-term operational excellence.
At Golden Experiences & Travel, Luxury with Purpose means constantly evolving to meet guest expectations and set new standards in sustainable cruising. the M/C Endemic is a verified CO₂-neutral vessel, as is our entire fleet. In addition, we’ve eliminated 80% of single-use plastics on board. Our vessels are also equipped with fuel-saving technologies — including anti-fouling paint and smart navigation systems — which help reduce fuel consumption by approximately 15%.
After years of successful operation and invaluable guest feedback, Endemic now returns fully reimagined — featuring upgraded suites, redesigned social areas, and a refreshed visual identity that embodies modern travel values without compromising environmental integrity.
The result: the same exceptional performance with an even greater guest appeal. Endemic at its best is not just a statement; it’s a new benchmark for the future of Galapagos luxury.
See more information here 

Kuyana Amazon Lodge: Ecuador’s Regenerative Luxury Named Global Finalist
After winning Gold in the LATA Responsible Tourism Awards 2025, Kuyana Amazon Lodge has now been recognised as a finalist in the 2025 Global Responsible Tourism Awards, sponsored by Sabre.
Located in the Napo province of Ecuador, Kuyana redefines luxury through silence, nature, and meaningful connection. For 2026, the lodge introduces new “Regenerative Experiences” — curated 3- to 5-day programs blending adventure, wellbeing, and local impact. Guests can now participate in beekeeping conservation, Amazon farm-to-table cooking, and forest regeneration walks, each ending with the symbolic act of planting a native tree.
A stay at Kuyana contributes directly to community-led projects supporting local farmers and women artisans.
Find out more information here 

[bookmark: _Toc214361988]Mexico
[bookmark: _Hlk213864326]Baja & the Sea of Cortez – In Search of the Great Whales with PONANT
Set sail on 10 February 2027 for an extraordinary 11-day PONANT EXPLORATIONS voyage in partnership with Smithsonian Journeys: “Baja & the Sea of Cortez – In Search of the Great Whales.”
Aboard Le Bellot, a boutique-style expedition yacht boasting just 92 elegantly appointed staterooms and suites, guests enjoy an exclusive blend of luxury, discovery, and sophistication.
Departing Cabo San Lucas, this intimate sailing reveals the pristine beauty and vibrant marine life of the Sea of Cortez, where grey and humpback whales, sea lions, and sea turtles thrive in crystal-clear waters.
Expert-led lectures and curated shore excursions to UNESCO-recognised sanctuaries, including Cabo Pulmo and Loreto Bay National Parks, enrich each day with insight and meaning.
Combining refined comfort with immersive exploration, this voyage embodies PONANT’s signature spirit of responsible luxury.
See more information here

[bookmark: _Toc214361989]Peru
Casa Andina: responsible tourism that promotes sustainable development in Peru
 
Casa Andina reaffirms its commitment to responsible tourism through hotel management that integrates sustainability into every aspect of its operations. With a presence across more than 30 regions of Peru, the chain has managed to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions per occupied night by 22% and decrease its electricity and water consumption by more than 20%, thanks to the implementation of efficient technologies, solar energy, and the use of natural gas in several of its hotels. In addition, 100% of its establishments collect used cooking oil for biodiesel, while 93% actively participate in recycling programs and 81% have eliminated small amenity bottles, moving steadily towards the goal of eliminating single-use plastics by 2030.
 
Beyond environmental issues, Casa Andina promotes a model of tourism that benefits local communities and promotes equity. Ninety-four percent of its staff comes from the regions where its hotels operate, and the company maintains a strong focus on diversity and inclusion, with a 15% increase in female participation over the last year. In addition, it promotes the overall health of its employees, provides sales spaces for local artisans and producers, and prioritizes purchases from small and medium-sized Peruvian companies. Through these actions, Casa Andina not only offers authentic experiences to travellers, but also positions itself as a benchmark for sustainable tourism in Peru, actively contributing to the conservation of the environment and the development of host communities.
 
Find out more here

Aqua Nera takes guests on once-in-a-lifetime expedition with Andres Ruzo, a geothermal scientist, conservationist and National Geographic Explorer. 
Embark on a 7-night journey into the heart of the world’s largest rainforest aboard Aqua Nera, enriched by the knowledge of Andrés Ruzo. Navigate the pristine Pacaya-Samiria National Reserve, one of the planet’s most biodiverse regions. Explore blackwater lagoons by skiff, spot pink dolphins and macaws, trek rainforest trails alive with wildlife, and visit remote river villages to gain insight into life along the Peruvian Amazon.
Best known for his pioneering research on Perucan’s Boiling River, Andres became the first geoscientist granted shamanic blessing to study this sacred Amazonian site. Founder of the Boiling River Project, he works globally to protect geothermal and cultural heritage, bridging traditional knowledge and modern science. A TED Main Stage speaker and award-winning educator, Andrés has delivered 400+ talks across five continents.
See more information here

New river cruiser: Amazon Explorer from andBeyond
In September 2026, andBeyond will launch the Amazon Explorer, a new luxury expedition yacht designed to provide low-impact access to remote waterways. Guests will navigate hidden channels, observe wildlife and engage with community-led conservation projects, including river turtle protection and cultural experiences guided by Indigenous communities. This approach allows travellers to witness the forest intimately while supporting both its ecosystems and the people who sustain them. The Peruvian Amazon is one of the most biodiverse and ecologically vital forests on Earth. Its vast rivers and flooded forests regulate rainfall, store carbon and sustain thousands of species found nowhere else. Indigenous communities maintain deep ecological knowledge and cultural traditions that are central to the forest’s stewardship. 
For images, please view the andBeyond image library here.

How Andean is shaping Southern Peru as 2026’s standout journey
Peru is set to be one of 2026’s most compelling destinations, driven by a shift towards journeys that prioritise space, silence and immersion in landscapes shaped by deep cultural heritage. As travellers look beyond the classic Machu Picchu route, southern Peru is emerging as a new frontier – a region defined by highland plains, ancient agricultural terraces, volcanic backdrops and secluded valleys that feel remarkably untouched.

Responding to this growing appetite for slower, more meaningful exploration, Andean, a family-owned brand offering a hand-crafted collection of soulful properties across Peru, has recently expanded its portfolio with Tinajani, a remote retreat set within a canyon of towering red-rock formations in the Andean highlands.

Tinajani itself brings a different rhythm to travel in the region, with its tented suites sitting quietly among the rocks, complete with private terraces and open-air hot tubs, all powered by solar energy. Days revolve around guided hikes, hidden corners of the canyon, astronomical storytelling and meals influenced by traditional Andean recipes. For 2026, the combination of Tinajani’s opening and the Southern Peru Travesía positions Peru at the forefront of a broader trend – journeys defined by landscape, authenticity and a renewed desire to understand the Andes beyond its most photographed icons.

For more information, please see here  

[bookmark: _Toc214361990]Uruguay
New flight link from Montevideo
Paranair now connects Montevideo and Salto with direct flights three times a week, opening the door to Uruguay’s thermal heartland: Arapey Hot Springs. In just over an hour, travellers can immerse themselves in a unique natural setting of relaxation, thermal waters, fine gastronomy, and outdoor experiences. Highlights include Arapey Thermal Resort & Spa and Altos del Arapey Golf & Hotel Thermal, both offering premium All Inclusive programs that combine wellness, comfort, and sophistication — ideal for recharging body and mind.
Because it strengthens Uruguay’s connectivity and promotes thermal and wellness tourism, one of the country’s most distinctive experiences. The new Paranair route makes Arapey Hot Springs more accessible to both local and international travellers, encouraging regional travel, longer stays, and higher-value tourism focused on relaxation, nature, and premium hospitality.
For more information see here. 
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