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 Reader Survey 
Results

2026



96
Of readers say Wanderlust 
inspires them to visit 
new destinations

%

54
Go straight to a booking 
platform or tour operator 
site after leaving our site

%

83
Use Wanderlust content 
when planning and 
booking trips

%



61
Female

%

average age

51
Print

39
Digital



£106k
Average household income

£12k
Average spend per person per 
year on travel



destinations

What region(s) are 
you planning on 

travelling in 2026?



Europe 86%

Asia 37%

North America 28%

Africa 18%

Latin America 17%

Caribbean 12%

Oceania 11%

Middle East 10%



reader survey 2026

do you have plans  
to travel to latin 

america in 2026

25% 75%

YES NO



interests

Which of the 
following are you 
interested in when 

you travel?



Nature & Wildlife 80%

History & Heritage 75%

Art & Culture 66%

Food & Drink 65%

Outdoors & Walking 64%

Unique Accommodation 37%

Rail Travel 34%

Solo Travel 26%



interests

Which aspects of 
latin america travel 

are you most 
interested in?



Nature & Wildlife 81%

History & Heritage 62%

Indigenous Culture 47%

Food & Drink 45%

Festivals & Events 31%

Road Trips 24%

Other 4%



interests

Which parts of latin 
america are you 

most interested in 
visiting in the 

future?



Costa Rica 39%

Argentina 32%

Mexico 29%

Chile 29%

Peru 28%

Brazil 24%

Colombia 19%



culture & heritage

Which cultural 
experiences do 

you actively 
seek when 

travelling?



Museums, Galleries or Heritage Sites 79%

Food Markets or Classes 68%

Traditional Stories, Legends 53%

Festivals, Performances, Events 51%

Makers, Artists, Cultural Custodians 28%

Hands-on Activities 21%

None 4%



planning

How far in advance 
do you book your 

main trip?



3-6 months 34%

6-12 months 28%

1-3 months 26%

12 months + 7%

Less than 1 month 6%



green travel

Is sustainable travel 
important to you?

84% 16%

YES NO



green travel

Do you take 
sustainable 

credentials into 
consideration 

when choosing…



Where to travel 68%

Transport 52%

Accommodation – Hotels 48%

When to travel 41%

Which Tour Operator to use 32%

Accommodation – Rentals 17%



insights

trends we 
are seeing

Purposeful, meaningful travel

Ancestry, heritage & nostalgia travel

Hobby-based travel

Off-peak travel

Quiet & off-grid escapes

Premium adventures



Insights

how has the situation 
affected your appetite 
for long-haul travel?

No change 46%

Slightly less likely 33%

Much less likely 14%

More likely (travel while I can) 7%



Insights

How concerned  
are you about... 



3.6
Wider geopolitical 
instability

3.5
Rising aviation/ 
fuel surcharges

3.2
Cost of living pressure 

2.7
Being stranded abroad

1.7
Safety of flying



Insights

When booking 
your next trip, 

which factors have 
become more 

important



62
Avoiding connections 
through affected airspace

%

30
Comprehensive travel 
insurance

%

29
Trusted tour operators 

%

28
Up-to-date FCDO advice 

%

23
Shorter trips closer  
to home

%



Insights

Where were you 
planning to travel  

in the next 12 months 
before the recent 

escalation?



61
Europe

%

20
Southeast Asia

%

17
Latin America

%



Thank you


